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1937-38, 3,571 million yards were made in India, 591 million
were Imported of which. Britain's share was 267 millions,1 The
decline in imported piece goods was at nrst due to the inability
of the Indian cultivator to pay the higher price which followed
the war of 1914-18. The per capita consumption of piece goods
fell from 13-3 yards in 1913-14 to 9-5 yards in 1930-31. By
1937-38 it had risen to 13'2 yards and the decline in imports is
now main!}" attributable to the competition of the Indian mills.
The Indian millowners took advantage of the protection afforded
by tariffs, of the boycott, and of their lower costs of production,
to build up the home industry. Japanese competition is apparently
successful, because the policy of standardization on certain types
of piece goods much in demand has enabled Japanese manufacturers
to sell at prices much below those of Lancashire and even below
those of India itself.
Instead of exporting, as was formerly the case, almost as much
sugar as was imported, India now exports little, and large quantities
are imported from Java, the United Kingdom, and European
countries, Iron and steel goods, railway plant, and machinery are
obtained in the main from Great Britain, but also from Belgium
and elsewhere. Mineral oils come from Russia, Persia, and Borneo.
Artificial silk is imported mainly from Japan and to a much less
extent from Italy.
In the three years 1911-12 to 1913-14 the United Kingdom
supplied India with 63 per cent of its imports, while the United
States provided 3 per cent, and Japan 2-5 per cent. It is of
interest to note that the corresponding figures for 1929-30 were
43, 7, and 10 respectively, and for 1937-38 approximately 30,
7, and 13. In the years 1909-14, about 25 per cent of the ex-
ports of India went to the United Kingdom, 8 per cent to the
United States, and 3 per cent to Japan. The corresponding figures
for 1929-30 were 22, 12, and 10 respectively; and for 1937-38, 34,
10, and 10.
The value of the merchandise exported from India considerably
exceeds the value of that- wMda is imported, and this is in part
accounted for by the import of treasure, by tbe chaxges which the
Government of India has to meet in the United Kingdom, by
interest on loans, and in other ways.
1 To which, must now be added 28 xoHUon yards sent to Httrnu